The Honorable _______
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator, 

We, the undersigned from [INSERT STATE], write to express our concerns about the dangers of the spread of nuclear weapons. As an essential step towards reducing these dangers, we encourage you to consider the evidence supporting ratification of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).
The United States signed the CTBT in 1996 and adheres to the constraints of the treaty. However, until the Senate approves the CTBT by a two-thirds majority, we cannot reap the full security benefits of the treaty.

The CTBT is essential to constrain the ability of nuclear-armed states, such as China, to develop new and more deadly nuclear weapons. Without nuclear weapons test explosions, would-be nuclear-armed nations—like Iran—would not be able to proof test the more advanced, smaller nuclear warhead designs needed to arm ballistic missiles. 

Over the past decade, national and international test monitoring capabilities have improved. Today, no country can confidently conduct nuclear weapons tests that could threaten U.S. security without being detected. The treaty’s International Monitoring System, together with U.S. national technical means of verification, can detect any militarily significant test. However, unless the Senate acts to ratify the treaty, the United States cannot take advantage of the monitoring system’s full benefits, including on-site inspections.
After conducting 1030 nuclear test explosions – more than any other nation – the United States has the most sophisticated nuclear weapons capability in the world. For almost 20 years no U.S. nuclear test explosions have been detonated and today there is no military or scientific reason for the United States to conduct explosive nuclear tests. There are no military requirements to develop new nuclear weapons capabilities and the U.S. nuclear weapons laboratories do not need nuclear explosive testing to maintain the effectiveness of the current U.S. arsenal. In fact, nuclear weapons scientists now have a deeper scientific understanding of the arsenal than during the nuclear testing era. 

We believe the United States will be more secure once all nations are prohibited from conducting nuclear tests and we can improve our ability to detect, deter, and confront proliferators. That can only occur once the U.S. Senate approves the CTBT and it enters into force.

Please keep an open mind as the Senate consults with the President and begins to examine the facts on this matter. The Senate must not rush to judgment on the basis of outdated information on the treaty. 
[Include something state/senator specific as relevant]
Sincerely, 

