The Honorable [FULL NAME] 
[ADDRESS]
[CITY, STATE and ZIP]

Dear Senator [FULL NAME], 

Now that U.S. troops are beginning to come home from Afghanistan, I look forward to seeing an end to this war that has cost far too much in blood and treasure. 

As we cultivate a transition to building a sustainable peace in Afghanistan, I urge you to make sure that women are included in the post-conflict transition process. The United States must make a commitment to providing for long-term, sustainable investments in development programs that support and empower Afghan women. 

After ten long years of engaging in war, we must now shift toward enabling Afghan citizens to develop their country and create opportunities for education and employment, especially for women and girls. No civil society can exist harmoniously without the equal participation of women. A sustainable peace is not possible without the inclusion of women in planning and decision-making.

Please do all you can to foster Afghan women’s participation in reconciliation and peace building processes. More women must be seated at the tables of power during and after negotiations in order to build a more credible civil society that fosters gender equality and human rights for all Afghans.
Sincerely, 

[NAME]
[ADDRESS]

[PHONE]
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